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Ken, Betwa river linking will hurt fishing
economy in the region: Dr Anish Andheria,
president of the Wildlife

Conservation Trust

According to Dr Andheria, the diversion of surplus water from the Ken basin to the dry Betwa basin
will have several repercussions.
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He was speaking on the topic, “Towards a Resource Resilient India — Security of

Natural Resources for All: The Critical Need for Coherence in Policies and Actions.”

According to Dr Andheria, the diversion of surplus water from the Ken basin to the
dry Betwa hasin will have several repercussions.



“There is no such thing as surplus water. It is important for fresh water to flow into
the sea as it reduces salinity at the mouth of the river. Fishes are found abundantly
in this region where the fresh water merges with brackish water. If the water is
diverted to other rivers, there will he no fish there,” said the city-hased

conservationist,

He added that the government has not accounted for the large number of trees that
will be lost in the project. “It will also increase power consumption as they will
have to use electricity to pump water in the direction away from its natural flow,”
he said.

Speaking in the backdraop of the conference, professor Kirit Parikh, a former
member of the Planning Commission, said farmers should get incentives to save
solar power.

“Farmers using solar power should be able to sell surplus solar power. That will
make the use of solar power more energy efficient as they will want to save as
much power as possible to sell the rest. This model was implemented in Dhundi
village in Gujarat and was found to be highly successful,” said Parikh, who is
currently the chairman of the Integrated Research for Action and Development, a
research institute that focuses on energy, climate change and environment.

The Maharashtra government has started a solar project under which solar panels
powering agricultural pumps are connected to feeders and the supply is at
subsidised rates. However, Parikh believes this alone will not motivate farmers to
save power.



